
  International College of Celebrancy 

© Page 1 of 9 

Life Skills Training PL. RTO 22417 – P: 1300 446 786. E:opdregister@icccelebrantopd.com.au 

List of Topics and Descriptions 

All these topics are available for distance OPD unless marked as Not Suitable for Distance (NSD) 

Code Title Duration/ 

F2F/Dist 

Description 

ICC0114 Relationship 
Support and the 

Celebrant 

Connection 

1 hour 
F2F/Dist 

This activity discusses the role of the celebrant in providing relationship support information to their 
clients, including the ‘Happily Ever Before and After’ brochure. It provides the opportunity to ‘brainstorm’ 

some techniques for approaching this subject in a suitable and encouraging manner.  

The celebrant needs to be aware of their Code of Practice responsibility to provide this information and be 
able to do so with the understanding that they are not counselling, but providing valuable information. 

ICC0214 Practical PA – 
effective use of 

PA systems 

1 hour 
F2F – 

NSD 

It is an obligation and responsibility of the celebrant to ensure that the ceremony is heard by all those in 
attendance. There are many types of PA system on the market, not all are suited to the celebrant task. 

This practical session will provide the celebrant with the opportunity to investigate the different makes 

and models and determine their qualities and ease of use. It will also provide information on the 
impending changes to UHF frequencies which will allow the celebrant to determine whether their current 

PA system will comply. 

ICC0314 Plans A and B – 
Managing the 

Elements 

1 hour 
F2F/Dist 

This activity describes how important it is for the celebrant to be able to encourage their couples to have 
a backup plan, a Plan B, in case of inclement weather or some other situation that causes the ceremony 

to be conducted somewhere else at short notice, for example, during a bush-fire time. 
 

The celebrant needs to be aware of their duty of care responsibilities, and how this links in with 
Workplace Health and Safety and be able to encourage their couple to consider these possibilities when 

organising their ceremonial space. 

ICC2414 BDM Victoria 
Marriage 

Celebrants 

Online 

1 hour 
F2F - 

NSD 

This topic is available only in Victoria.  This 1 hour session will be offered to experienced celebrant users 
of the Victorian BDM Online system once the changes to the forms have been implemented. The Registry 

of Birth Deaths and Marriages in Victoria offers Victorian Celebrants the opportunity to register marriages 

online. This topic will inform the celebrants how to fully utilise this software and how to troubleshoot 
problems. It will explain the common issues celebrants have, and how the online system can be used to 

the benefit of both the celebrant and the couple.  
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ICC3315 
 

How Do I 
Pronounce 

That? 

1 hour 
FSF – 

NSD 

One of the things that sometimes causes anxious moments for a celebrant is when they are presented 
with an unusual name or names that they are expected to pronounce and they have no real way of 

understanding how to pronounce it. This topic will provide some tips on how to understand unusual or 

foreign names, including the background to some very familiar family names. It will also cover 
understanding how other countries write dates and other things such as place names.   

ICC3616 Understanding 
Workplace 

Health and 

Safety (WHS) 

1 hour 
F2F/Dist 

There is a considerable focus placed on Workplace Health and Safety in all states and territories. It is 
important to our role to understand what our responsibilities are, our duty of care and our obligations 

under the Act. We need to be able to relate these responsibilities to our role, how the Act relates to what 

we do and where and how we do it.  It is a useful exercise on Hazard and Risk Management. 

ICC0414 Forms, Forms, 
Forms – from 

beginning to 
end 

2 hours 
F2F/Dist 

In order to properly maintain the celebrant business, celebrants need to have a set of business forms that 
apply to their own business. It is vitally important that the celebrant sets out very clearly and 

unambiguously, what their service consists of and what the costs and charges will be. A well thought out 
group of forms will to do this most effectively. From booking and enquiry forms, to service agreements 

and invoices, the more comprehensive the forms are, the less likelihood there will be for 

misunderstandings and lost business. Celebrants also need to understand the reasons behind celebrant 
insurance and why it is important to consider taking out a cover.  

ICC0514 Choreography in 
the Marriage 

Ceremony 

2 hours 
F2F/Dist 

This activity describes how choreography is central to the celebrant task. Beyond the creation of a dance, 
the dictionary definition of choreography is “the carefully planned or executed organization of an event, or 

the manoeuvring of people or things.” Movement and placement, in general, fits into the overall structure 

and context of the Marriage Ceremony.  

Other elements of the marriage ceremony also come under this heading such as the placement of other 

participants and how they move- e.g. the bridal party, father of the bride, guests, the readers, the 
musicians and so on. Dignified movement options will be presented with demonstrations by participants. 
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ICC0614 Ethics and 
Standards 

2 hours 
F2F/Dist 

This topic discusses the principles of ethical behaviour, as a branch of philosophy. Ethics addresses the 
questions of right and wrong using reason rather than faith or tradition. Starting from the earliest of the 

Greek philosophers, to modern-day ethicists such as Peter Singer, we will discuss how these principles of 

behaviour apply to our lives and in particular, to our celebrant role.  

We will not be discussing conflict of interest or advertising in this topic. Rather we are setting a broad 

brush example of what constitutes ethical behaviour and the distinction between what might be lawful 
and what might be ethical in a particular personal circumstance. This may flow through to the celebrancy 

role 

ICC2614 BDM Victoria 
Marriage 

Celebrants 
Online 

2 hours 
F2F. NSD 

This topic is available only in Victoria.  

This topic builds on the 1 hour topic for the Victorian BDM online system. Changes will be made to the 

system due to the changes in forms, and the longer session can be offered to celebrants who are not at 
all experienced in using the BDM Online system.  This topic will inform the celebrants how to register and 

fully utilise this software and how to troubleshoot problems. It will explain the common issues celebrants 

have, and how the online system can be used to the benefit of both the celebrant and the couple. 

ICC3215 

 

Ceremony 

Transfer 

2 hours 

F2F/Dist 

This topic will provide the necessary information on how to transfer a wedding to another celebrant, or 

how to take over from another celebrant should the need exist. We will look at the legal requirements and 
the best process, whilst always maintaining the couple’s interest at heart. There are numerous reasons 

why a wedding might need to be transferred to another person; it might be that you or a close family 

member has taken ill a few days before a planned wedding, or you might have had a car accident on the 
way to the wedding. Either situation celebrants need to be aware of their legal requirements and also 

have a clear plan for what is required.  

ICC3716 NSW BDM 
Online Refresher 

2 hours 
F2F / 

NSD 

This topic is available in NSW/ACT/QLD to celebrants who use the NSW BDM Online System to register 
marriages. 

The Registry of Birth Deaths and Marriages New South Wales is implementing an updated system which 

allows Celebrants the opportunity to register marriages online. This topic is a refresher session on how to 
use the LifeLink system for lodgement of marriages. 
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ICC0714 Location, 
Location, 

Location – 

Successful 
Adaptation to 

the Wedding 
Place 

3 hours 
F2F/Dist 

This topic covers what we might term the ‘architecture’ of the ceremony. Choice of place has many 
factors behind it, from practical to romantic. Whatever the reason for the choice, the professional 

celebrant needs to be able to adapt the ceremony to suit the place, and this can be a significant 

challenge. We can think of parks, chapels, beaches, mountains, gardens, farms, restaurants. Each one 
brings its own challenges, sometimes affected by weather factors as well.  

 

ICC0814 The Wedding 

Ceremony as a 
Cultural Rite of 

Passage 

3 hours 

F2F/Dist 

Many cultures have distinct rites of passage that assist boys and girls, men and women, transition 

appropriately from one era of their life to the next, from birth, young years to adolescence, to graduation, 
adulthood, marriage and so on. In Australia, many of the cultures that make up our society still perform 

these rites of passage at the appropriate times. In our society, the wedding ceremony has become almost 
the only adult rite of passage that is expressed consistently within our relationship groups.  It is generally 

based on a very traditional ceremony, taken from a religious context and placed into sometimes, a fully 

secular one. This topic will discuss these rites of passage and how they have been and may further be, 
adapted to Australian culture. 

ICC0914 Multi-
cultural/multi 

religious rites 

and ritual in an 
Australian 

wedding context 

3 hours 
F2F/Dist 

This topic will introduce the celebrant to multi-cultural and multi-religious rites and rituals and how to 
sensitively incorporate them into an Australian ceremony. It is important for celebrants to understand the 

differences between weddings in the diverse social and cultural groups in Australia, what they do and why 

they do it. Becoming aware of the ‘norms’ of other cultures ensures that the celebrant does not 
unwittingly cause distress or offence to members of these cultures. This can be as simple as 

understanding how to pronounce names correctly, to what terms may generally be used as marks of 
respect. We would open discussion to creative brainstorming about a variety of traditional rites and rituals 

that are conducted during a wedding. We will discuss what significant meaning these have to the cultures 

from which they come, and whether or not it is appropriate to include them in Australian ceremony.  

ICC1014 You’re the Voice 

– Meeting 
Audience Needs 

3 hours 

F2F/Dist 

The topics that are covered by this activity are related to managing the vocal presentation of the 

celebrant in order to meet the ceremonial needs of the audience. There is no point in creating a beautiful 
ceremony if you are unable to deliver it with vocal skill, ensuring the words are heard and understood and 

the meaning of the words delivered.  Many celebrants are subject to nerves on the day and knowing how 

to manage nervousness is a vital skill. It is a practical session where participants will be invited to provide 
and demonstrate a favourite ceremony reading and share experiences 
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ICC1114 Making Music in 
Ceremony 

3 hours 
F2F/Dist 

Music has been included in ceremony since ancient times, simple instruments have been found in 
gravesites from thousands of years ago. It would be hard to imagine any cultural ceremony without it, no 

bands to march to, no orchestras, no choirs.  Music stirs the emotions, favourite tunes re-ignite memories 

of hot afternoons at festivals, with pipe bands, rock bands, or orchestral concerts. The same emotions 
apply to the music played at a wedding. While some couples have very clear ideas on what they want, 

many don’t, and a well prepared celebrant has a list of popular possibilities of various styles. Singing a 
favourite tune as part of the ceremony can be great fun and bring emotional benefits that last a lifetime.  

ICC1214 Bringing Beauty 

and Value to 
Ceremony 

through Poetry 

3 hours 

F2F/Dist 

Creating memorable ceremonies is the primary role of the celebrant. One way in which this can be done is 

with the inclusion of relevant and appropriate poetry, delivered by family, friends or the celebrant. Some 
celebrant have an issue with reading poetry, they are not comfortable, perhaps their “other life” experiences 

put them off, perhaps they have not had the opportunities to hear poetry read in a manner that allows the 
meaning of the words to be clearly understood. If a couple really want to include poetry or prose, and wish 

the celebrant to read it for them, then it is incumbent on the celebrant to be able to deliver this most 

important aspect of the ceremony in the way that provides the emotional link from the words, that the 
couple are looking for. 

ICC1314 Structure of the 
Wedding 

Ceremony 

3 hours 
F2F/Dist 

This activity describes the structural elements of ceremony including all the small activities that go to make 
the ceremony flow effectively from beginning to end. It includes all the tiny tasks needed from the arrival 

of the celebrant at the venue, to packing up and going home. The structure of the ceremony is related to 

story, it must have an obvious beginning, middle and end for it to be satisfactory to those who are 
participating and to those who are observing.  Each individual element has a place within the structure that 

serves the flow of the ceremony. It has an emotional ebb and flow that begins with the couple and the 
celebrant and ends when it is heard and felt by the guests. Without structure, the ceremony may not make 

sense, it may not be clear to those watching, what has just happened or is about to happen. This can 

diminish the experience of the ceremony for all concerned. It is the role of the celebrant to ensure the best 
possible experience for the couple and their guests, both emotionally and visually 

ICC1514 Elements of a 
Successful 

Wedding  

Rehearsal 

3 hours 
F2F/Dist 

This activity describes how to conduct an effective rehearsal. The rehearsal is an important part of this 
journey ‘rite of passage’ to the wedding day and provides a unique opportunity for ceremony participants 

to relaxedly bond through this practice.  It has immense practical value, as it allows understanding of the 

site, and the best placement of the guests and wedding party. A rehearsal can take longer than the 
wedding, as it is important to get things right. Discussions occur, changes are made to accommodate time 

and location, preparation is crucial to the smooth flow of the wedding ceremony. It can be considered a 
‘sub-ritual’ of the ceremony, one of the lead-in activities to the important day. We will discuss the vital 

importance of rehearsing readers, and the practice of any other rituals, including the exchange of rings.  
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ICC1614 Social Media as 
a marketing tool 

3 hours 
F2F/Dist 

We will explore marketing via social media relevant to our role as Celebrants. Recently, social media has 
become a term synonymous with business marketing. One of the biggest advantages of social media is 

that it is easy, accessible and helpful for making a large impact. Social media helps networking with 

professionals, it helps collaborating with peers and it allows you to share content quickly. It also assists 
celebrants to market to a very broad group – and is a cost effective marketing tool. 

ICC1714 Maintaining and 
Enhancing your 

professional 

edge 

3 hours 
F2F/Dist 

This topic covers how celebrants can improve on all areas of their business – not just the ceremony. As a 
result they will have a professional edge over the celebrants who do not continue to improve.  We will 

look at, and learn, how celebrants can enhance all areas of their work – even the tough stuff! Exceeding 

the needs of the client and continuing to grow as a celebrant. It’s about having the ability and desire to 
want to improve that will see the celebrant succeed. 

 It’s about continuously understanding customer needs 

 It’s about continuously improving systems 

 It’s knowing that mistakes should be accepted as part of the learning process 

 It’s making sure you meet their needs, before you start thinking about exceeding their needs. 

ICC1814 

 

Being Heard and 

Understood – 
Voice and Vocal 

Delivery 

3 hours 

F2F - 
NSD 

This is the second topic in our Voice and Vocal Presentation series. It is related to understanding how the 

celebrant voice is vital to the success of the ceremony. The ceremony must be clearly heard, but much 
more than that, the words that are spoken need to be understood in their context. The meanings of 

words are delivered vocally through tone, tune and rhythm.   We must know how to project our voices 
clearly should our mechanical means break down. To project our voices well, we need to know which 

parts of our vocal apparatus are responsible, and how to switch them on when we need them.  We will 
discover some useful breathing techniques and some exercises to strengthen our vocal instrument. This is 

a practical session where participants will be provided with simple practical exercises to use to improve 

the quality of their voice, and to know how it can be used instinctively under any circumstance. 

ICC1914 Inclusivity – 

working with 

people with a 
disability.   

 
 

3 hours 

F2F - 

NSD 

This topic relates to access to the Convention on Human Rights for People with a Disability and to 

Workplace Health and Safety.  It will cover the social inclusion aspects of enabling people with a disability 

to access marriage with support and to provide the ability to enjoy all of the benefits in our community. 
It is delivered with respect to the dignity, non-discrimination and diversity inherent in our culture, and 

with respect for differences and acceptance of persons with a disability as part of human diversity and 
humanity, equality and opportunity. 
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ICC2014 Symbolism in 
the Marriage 

Ceremony 

3 hours 
F2F/Dist 

The topics that are covered by this activity are related to encouraging the celebrant to introduce 
meaningful symbols into the marriage ceremony and how they might do this. We would open discussion 

to creative brainstorming about a variety of traditional as well as original ideas for symbolic rituals and 

objects to use at weddings.  We will discuss personal symbols, and explore the symbolism of various 
traditions, including the wedding veil, rings and others that may affirm the importance of participants or 

those who cannot be there.  
 

We will discuss the preparation of clear explanation of symbols, especially those not well known, as an aid 
to celebrants in their appropriate use.  We will also discuss the emotional impact of well-prepared and 

delivered symbolism in marriage ritual and how to address this in a sensitive manner. 

ICC2114 The History of 
Celebrancy in 

Australia 

3 hours 
F2F/Dist/ 

 

This topic covers some of the main historical points in the evolution of the role of the Civil Marriage 
Celebrant. This role is unique in the world and commences with the bringing together of the various State 

Marriage Acts by Sir Garfield Barwick, who created the Marriage Act 1961. It continues on to the role of 

Senator Lionel Murphy, who appointed the first civil celebrants. It puts the role into the social and cultural 
context of the 1970’s, 1980’s and 1990’s, eras of great change in Australia, and moves through the 

evolution of the role to the situation we have today. 
Early celebrants had nothing to work with, they effectively made it up as they went along. Some things 

worked, some didn’t. This topic will analyse and discuss various situations they encountered along the 
way and compare them to the context of the modern celebrant. It also covers the important social role 

the celebrant plays in the lives of the couples they are privileged to marry. 

ICC2214 Legal Refresher 
1 

3 hours 
F2F/Dist 

 

This is the first of topic sessions that cover some general areas of celebrant legal knowledge that we are 
grouping under the title of ‘Celebrant Legal Refresher 1’. 

Although this may appear to be basic material, it is, however, most important material. Not all celebrants 

have had the opportunity to conduct regular or many ceremonies, or have been unsure of some of the 
details of their legal responsibilities. This is when insecurities and inconsistencies arise, making it difficult 

for the celebrant to be confident of their legal responsibilities. This topic aims to provide refresher 
material, an overview of some of the legal aspects of our work.   

ICC2314 

 

Legal Refresher 

2 

3 hours 

F2F/Dist 

This is the second of the topic sessions that cover some general areas of celebrant legal and ceremonial 

knowledge. This session covers some forms, same sex and transgender issues as well as some general 
discussion on ‘Welcome to country’ protocols, choreographic elements and ceremonial signing. 
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ICC2514 NSW BDM-
Online 

3 hours 
F2F only 

/ NSD 

This topic is available in NSW/ACT/QLD to celebrants who use the NSW BDM Online System to register 
marriages. 

The Registry of Birth Deaths and Marriages New South Wales is implementing an updated system which 

allows Celebrants the opportunity to register marriages online. This topic will inform the celebrants how to 
register and fully utilise this software and how to troubleshoot problems. It will explain the common 

issues celebrants have, and how the online system can be used to the benefit of both the celebrant and 
the couple. 

ICC2715 

 

How Ceremony 

Promotes Health 
and Well-being 

3 hours 

F2F/Dist 

In a generic sense, we may understand how important ceremony is in our culture, and what we as 

individuals can gain from a well-researched, prepared and delivered ceremony. It is of great value to us to 
understand our personal attitude to the health and well-being benefits of ceremony that we are involved 

with, as participants in community celebrations, or as ceremony creators and sometime facilitators. It is 
our attitudes and actions that will influence how a ceremony we create evolves with our clients 

participation 

ICC2815 
 

Know Your 
Communication 

Style 

3 hours 
F2F/Dist 

Almost every celebrant has had to manage communication with a couple where, for many reasons, 
emotions were running high, and clear and concise communication was compromised. By understanding 

their own emotional communication style, a celebrant will be better able to identify and improve their 
communication with the occasional couple who have background issues that may be affecting their 

communication.    

ICC2915 
 

Hobby or 
Business? 

Building the 

Basics 

3 hours 
F2F/Dist 

What do I know about running a small business? Do I really want or need to be one? In this session we 

will find out what we know about business processes and planning, from the type of business we are or 

want to be, to preparing basic business and financial plans. 

ICC3015 

 

Ways with 

Words – 

Ceremonial 
Writing 

3 hours 

F2F/Dist 

The primary task of a celebrant is to write and deliver ceremony. The writing of the ceremony is the first 

step in this process and one that is of immense importance to the couple. The language of the ceremony 

needs to be clear, it needs to express the values and belief systems of the client/couple and it needs to 
demonstrate the significance of the ceremony to them. The celebrant needs an excellent understanding of 

the English language and how to compose the words of our language into expressions of value and 
meaning. This session involves creative, imaginative writing for ceremony. 
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ICC3115 
 

 

What Do I Do 
Now! 

3 hours 
F2F/Dist 

A celebrant needs to be adaptable and flexible when dealing with unexpected things that can crop up 
from time to time. The forgotten wedding rings, the sick flower girl, the missing band. All these are 

situations that confront the celebrant with a challenge and a decision, work with the couple to resolve the 

situation, or leave it alone as ‘it’s not their business’. This session will discuss some actual unexpected 
events, how they were dealt with and what the responsibility of the celebrant should be. 

ICC3216 Marketing Made 

Easy  

3 hours 

F2F/Dist 

Marketing and promotion are the cornerstones of your celebrant business. In this topic, we work through 

how to create, manage and evaluate our marketing and promotion plans. We provide useful ideas and 
practical worksheets on how you can create and maintain marketing momentum.  

ICC3316 How to 

Negotiate the 

Guidelines 

3 hours 

F2F – 

NSD 

This topic provides a practical ‘hands-on’ experience with the Guidelines on the Marriage Act 1961 for 

Marriage Celebrants. The guidelines are a primary resource for all celebrants, although this topic is 

particularly relevant to our non-aligned religious celebrants. It will discuss each of the sections of the 
Guidelines and how the sections relate to the Marriage Act 1961 and assist the celebrant to find answers 

to their most asked questions.   

ICC3416 Commitment 
and Renewal 

3 hours 
F2F/Dist 

In our secular culture, the place of other marriage relationship ceremonies such as commitment and 
reaffirmation of vows, help our clients through wonderful times and mark special moments in their lives. 

It is of great value to us to understand how these other ceremonies can also bring great personal benefit 
to individuals, families and related cultural and social groups. In this topic we discuss these other types of 

marriage relationship ceremonies, and how they can be created and delivered. 

ICC3516 The Art of 

Ceremony 

 3 hours 

F2F/Dist 

We can live and survive without ceremony, yet we choose to imagine, create and express ourselves 

through ceremony. In this topic, we discuss what we mean by the ‘art of ceremony’, why it is important 
to use our creativity to help our clients imagine a marriage ceremony that resonates with their own 

feelings about the life they are planning to enter. We think about the ceremony as an artistic expression, 
of our personal selves and our place in our cultural/social group. 

 


